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National Speakers Association Announces 2004 President’s Award for Distinguished Service Winners 

(TEMPE, Ariz. July 2004) -- The National Speakers Association (NSA), the leading organization for professional speakers, honored Randy Pennington, CSP, Laura Stack, MBA, CSP and Stephen Tweed, CSP, with its 2003-2004 President's Award for Distinguished Service at NSA's 2004 Convention, July 17-20, in Phoenix, Ariz. 

The President's Award for Distinguished Service is given annually to acknowledge exceptional service and demonstrated dedication to the National Speakers Association. 

Randy Pennington, CSP, has been a member of NSA since 1988 and has served on the NSA Board of Directors, was the 2003-04 Professional Development Council chair and serves on the NSA Foundation Board of Trustees. Pennington earned his Certified Speaking Professional (CSP) designation in 1996 and is past president for the NSA/North Texas Chapter. "I never expected President Mark Sanborn to honor me in this way, and I appreciate the recognition," says Pennington. "I've been fortunate to work on projects and committees with incredibly talented volunteers and staff. Any success I might have experienced is possible because of their commitment. This is certainly one of the highlights of my NSA leadership experience." 

Laura Stack, MBA, CSP, became a member of NSA in 1994 and has served extensively on a local and national level. Earning her Certified Speaking Professional (CSP) designation in 2000, she was the 2003-04 Meetings Industry Council chair and is the 2004-05 Editorial Advisory Committee Chair for Professional Speaker magazine. "I was so surprised, I just about fell out of my chair," Stack says. "Since our president is a personal friend of mine, I was more than happy to support his initiatives. Our volunteers gladly serve NSA without any expectations, so I'm humbled and pleased to have received this recognition from Mark." 

Stephen Tweed, CSP, has been an NSA member since 1985, and was the 2002-03 National President. His dedication to NSA has driven him to call more than 100 former NSA members inviting them to join NSA again. He has served NSA/Kentucky as chapter president and has traveled to most of the NSA chapters reaching out to the membership. "I'm honored to receive this award," says Tweed. "It was a total surprise to me to be recognized and when I walked up to the platform to receive it, Mark whispered to me, 'I know this is a surprise to you or you would have worn a tie.'" 

The National Speakers Association (NSA) is the leading organization for professional speakers. NSA's 3,500 members include experts in a variety of industries and disciplines, who reach audiences as trainers, educators, humorists, motivators, consultants, authors and more. Since 1973, NSA has provided resources and education designed to advance the skills, integrity and value of its members and speaking profession. Visit NSA's Web site at www.nsaspeaker.org. 
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